
EGREMONT	GREEN	COMMITTEE	 	 MEETING	MINUTES	 	 May	17,	2016 

The May 17,	2016, meeting opened at 4:30. 

Present were Marj Wexler (Chair), Richard Allen, Susan Bachelder, Juliette Haas, and Pat Konecky. 

Minutes of the 3/8/16 meeting were approved. 
Membership:  Richard brought an email to the meeting written by fellow member Juliette in which 
she asked him to resign from the committee based on his 2-page opinion opposing solar net metering 
distributed at May's Town Meeting. Richard stated he did not feel a member’s "greeness" should be a 
criterion of membership. Various committee members suggested that perhaps he might have come to 
the committee first to have a committee discussion prior to Town Meeting. No action was taken. 
Treasurer’s Report: Because the EGC has no funds other than the revolving account (for 
compostable tableware) and occasional grant money from the Sustainability Coordinator, when it 
applies to recycling, there is no report. Richard suggests that we ask for a small sum at Town 
Meetings, to cover pizza on Eg-Recycles Day, for example. Next January, we will discuss whether we 
should do this or share the $500 grant that Juliette has received. She also has a $2100 DEP grant, 
which can be used for a mailing about recycling, but not for pizza. 
Lighting bylaw: The proposed lighting bylaw was tabled at the Town Meeting in May (as was the net 
metering warrant article). Although a “tabled” article should be voted on later in the same meeting, 
these were not. More work is needed on the former, and modifications will be made. 
Eg-Recycles Day: A success. Ideas for additional volunteers at the table: Greenagers, Honor 
students from Mt Everett. 
Welcome Buckets: One more delivered. Susan will create new labels. 
“Aging in Place”: When older houses are modified to make them accessible, historical elements can 
be lost. Susan is pursuing ways to provide efficiency without this happening, and she distributed a 
handout called “Gracefully Aging Our Architecture.” Sample points: “Do only what you can also undo,” 
and put unsightly additions (solar, ramps) in the back. 
Sustainability Coordinator: At the Transfer Station, Heidi Zorn and her 4H group is successfully 
collecting returnables for profit. 

Our textile recycling in the Recycle Shed and our Goodwill collection have earned us another 
point from the DEP SMRF (small MRF).  

The bulky rigid plastics dumpster will come soon. Water accumulation (and thus mosquitoes) 
should not be a problem because the highway men will periodically shake the contents. 

The solar panels at the Water Dept are operating. We should see a 50% drop in electric use. 
Juliette is looking into ways to recycle Styrofoam, which would save in terms of hauls (but not 

weight). A company is called ReFoamIt. We could consider a collection at Eg-Recycles Day. 
 
Meeting adjourned 5:15 pm. Next meeting in late June or July. Marj will send out a Doodle. 
Submitted by Marj Wexler. 


